Scenario A
Research was done to determine if the 2,000 voting age citizens of Millbrook favored legalizing gambling in their little town.  Officials from the Department of Records and Statistics in the mayor’s office sent 1,000 questionnaires to randomly selected citizens. 

 A small group of individuals not included in the research was selected to pre-test the questionnaires to make sure there were no leading or confusing questions. Reliability and validity were re-checked by having the same group of individuals re-tested with the same questionnaires 1 month later by a different group of administrators. Results of these tests can be found at the Department of Records and Statistics. 

The average age of respondents from the Millbrook research was 34. Respondents had an annual income between $40,000 to $60,000. Questionnaires returned consisted of 60% males and 40% females.  It was made evident by the total of questionnaires received that the issue is very important to the voting age citizens of Millbrook. There were 750 respondents to the first questionnaires sent out. A follow-up was conducted two weeks later making a total of 950 respondents. A Likert Scale was used in the research. 

Answers for scenario A

Type of research- The research is descriptive because it describes the attributes of a group of people in the objective statement.  It can’t be casual-comparative because groups of people are not selected and independent and dependent variables were not identified. It is not correlational because relationships between variables are not made. I don’t have a clue about other types of research at this point except for causal-comparative and correlational. Eliminating the ones I do know helps determine the type.

Research hypothesis, objective or questions- The objective of the research was to determine if voting age citizens in Millbrook favored legalizing gambling in their town. The statement of intent is clear and variables are defined. 

Generalization- I would feel comfortable generalizing the research to voting age citizens of Millbrook because of the large sample size and personological information included. Efforts were made to get as many returns as possible by sending out follow-up questionnaires. The bias created by the non-random voluntary returns is offset by the high percentage of questionnaires received.  I think it would be reasonable to say that the research is valid and reliable. Pre-testing and re-testing the questionnaires so that no leading or confusing questions existed assured validity. Results of the surveys from the two different groups of administrators giving and scoring the questionnaires were matched to identify any significant differences to insure reliability. The research tells where the results of the validity/reliability tests can be found.  

Strengths and Threats (Weaknesses)

External

Population validity- The questionnaires were sent out randomly. (Strength)  Returns sent back in were voluntary making the sample non-random. (Weakness)  The large percentage of questionnaires collected makes up for the non-random voluntary returns and almost ½ of the voting age citizens in Millbrook were represented. (Strength) Assuring confidentiality of respondents would probably be important in a small town. (Weakness)     

Personalogical variable validity- Age, annual income, and gender were included.  I think the large sample collected and included personological information gives a good across the board representation of the voting age citizens in Millbrook (Strength)

Internal

Instrumentation (Validity / Reliability) – I can be reasonably assured that the instrument used was valid because it was pre-tested and then re-tested. Reliability is assured by having the questions administered by a different group of administrators when the questionnaire was re-tested. (Strength) The results of the questionnaires given by these two different groups of administrators were matched to identify any significant differences. The scenario tells us where the results of these tests can be found. (Strength)  

Appropriate use inferential statistics- The degree to which someone favors something or not produces discrete data.. Categories are used on the Likert Scale. The statistics must be non-parametric. However, when continuous data are used parametric or non-parametric statistics may be used. 

Mortality - None in this study.

Ethical issues- No harm was done to participants. 

